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Voice: Though the range covers from middle C to high B flat, each song can 
be transposed to a key that suits the singer; or a particular phrase or part of 
that phrase can be sung an octave lower: e.g., at the end of the 1st song, the 
phrase with the high B flat. 
 
Clarinet: The cor anglais, flute or Chinese flute, can accompany the singer 
instead of the clarinet. 
 
Tempo markings are suggestions only.  A singer should sing in a tempo that 
expresses the words best.  The melodic line was influenced by the sound and 
meaning of the words, the singer and the accompanist are welcome to 
embellish. 
 
On the following page are the poems in traditional Chinese. Also English for 
optional narration before each song in concert settings to enhance 
appreciation for an English-speaking audience. 
 
This is followed by the score in actual pitch (6 pages), then in transposing 
score (6 pages) for the clarinettist. 
 
I use pinyin and simplified Chinese for the singer’s score. There are many 
resources regarding pinyin pronunciation on the Net. For example: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/chinese/real_chinese/mini_guides/pinyin/ or 
YouTube videos that demonstrate pronunciation. 
 
For more information and cultural background, visit my web site “Music is 
Happiness” page: http://www.howaion.co.uk/cdbook.html Download the free 
booklet and read pages 16-21. 
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The four poems in traditional Chinese 
 
 

The first one was by me 
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Optional narration before each song 
 

 
  


























