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Visit my website: www.howaion.co.uk
and YouTube: youtube.com/user/AKLHWO/videos

Ho Wai-On

Music is Happiness
Comments

More comments are available on my website.

Andrew Breaks - Visitor Operations, British Museum
Derek Foster - composer

James lliff - composer & professor of harmony at The Royal Accademy of Music
(my composition professor)

2 from John Maver - composer & fellow patient
Peter Renshaw - Gresham Professor of Music emeritus
Professor R D Rubens - Guy's Hospital

Malcolm Singer - composer, conductor, Director of Music emeritus Yehudi Menuhin
School & professor at Guildhall School of Music & Drama

Esther Wershof - pupil
Kim Wilson - pupil & Montessori Pre-School proprietor

Jonathan (librarian) & Olga Woolf (pupil)
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Derek Foster, B.Mus.

8 Oct. 2004

Ann-Kay Lin,

Dear Ann-Kay,

Sorry to have been so long writing.

Thanks for coming to the Forum concert. I seem to
have taken on a lot - Tony and I did one in Brighton on Tues. with
some new pieces, and I'm now "coming up for air'.

Hope the following 1is of some use ... I have

listened to Tai Chi sewveral times now, and thought I would mention
that too.
I'll phone you soon.

All the best,

\»D—Q:tll:_

Permutations is an interesting and enjovable work. The different

sections vary from simple to wirtuosic, from a more traditional

waltz with fast scale passages to contemporary textural ideas, and
form a contrasting and satisfying whole.

The set of notes that is permutated allows for consonant (tonal)

and dissonant passages, and I found the permutations and

modulations fascinating to listen to.

Many of the pieces on the CD have an Qriental flawvour.

Tai Chi is more from the contemporary concert music tradition, but
the combination of timbres in the flute and guitar writing can

sometimes remind the listener of a Chinese sound-world. This too is

an effective and individual piece, and beautifully played, as are
11 the tracks.
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Academic Oncology
Guy's Hospital

Professor R D Rubens
MD BSc FRCP

18" August 2003

Ann-Kay Lin

.N N _;(7 L

| was delighted to receive from David Tong last week a copy of Music is
Happiness and the accompanying CD. So far, | have only dipped briefly into
the text and listened to the first track, but | will scon read and listen to it all at
leisure. However, | know from what | have seen and heard already that | will
enjoy it immensely. Your story and musical creativity is impressive and | feel
privileged to have a copy of this selection of your works.

R -

R D Rubens
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Music is Happiness

To You

When the piano played it sounded exciting and told a story. The
soprano created atmosphere. I really liked this tune.

Let’s Sing “Magic Banvan Tree”

I really enjoyed listening to the children singing and there were
lots of different instruments which made the piece a lot of fun to
listen to. It was unpredictable and jolly.

Eslher Wesd
 aglle o



I was fortunate enough to be introduced to Miss Ho after taking the initial step. albeit rather late in
lite, to fulfil a childhood dream of learning to play the piano.

In spite of my musical limitations — 1 was raised on a musical diet consisting of David Bowie, T-Rex
and (of course) The Beetles, and had never played so much as a recorder - Miss Ho agreed to accept
me as a pupl.

Three vears on and [ struggle to play the simplest picees; and [ am still a long way from being able to
“tinkle the ivories™ (as my Dad would sav)! Nonetheless, as a direct result of my lessons with Miss
Ho, I am now able to fisten to music with some degree of understanding; and my heart and mind have
been opened to the emotion and wonderment that it can bring,

SAKURA
Sakura is the piece 1 hsten to most often, and every time [ histen [ hear something new,
It’s like peeling an onion!

As it begins 1 hear the last of the petals falling. [ hear Sakura’s sadness at the loss of her beauty: her
struggle as she toils relentlessly to regain splendour - drawang strength from her roots, as she recalls
her finest hour over, and over, again with a determination to be magnificent once more, And then,
finally, Sakura blossoms again,

Oh, what a sight as the ground, the air, the sky, and the universe are filled with Sakura petals!

1 frequently listen to Sakura on my journey to work. If I am lucky enough to be stopped by a red
traffic light 1 hear the whole picce before [ arrive, and, spurred on by Sakura’s determination, | am
ready and able to tackle all that the day may bring. On the days that [ am fortunate enough to
encounter a traffic jam, [ have the time to rewind and listen to the finale for a second or third time, On
these davs [ feel that anything | wish to achieve is possible!

FOUR POEMS

Four Poems, being the piece that follows Sakura, begins to play on my car stereo as I make the
Journey to collect my son from school. This is not good because I know it will only end in tears
fmine): but | am compelled to listen.

In my opimion Fowr Poems is best appreciated if ever vou have “loved and lost™.
(“Better to have loved and lost, than never to have loved at all”, my Dad used to say - and he usually
knew best!)

If you heve ever “loved and lost”, listen with caution: Four Poems has the ability to ignite the fire, stir
the pot, and bring the feelings of sorrow, desperation, tribulation, and isolation back to boiling-point.
Fonr Poems touches the parts that popular love songs are unable to reach!

BANYAN TREE
To drv my tears - and avoid the prospect of my son being met by a grizzly mother (or, heaven forbid,
a grisly mummy) - [ skip - skip, skip, skip over the tracks until I reach Banvan Tree,

| avoid the urge to get political (Where was Scrumpy? What were the planning department thinking

of? Don’t they have a National Trust in China?) and simply enjoy the sweetness of the tale

Kam Wilson
Montessor Pre-School Proprietor



Let’s Sing Magic Banyan Tree is full of vibrant life and the Sakura Variations has
such exciting sonorities, moods and glows with colour. The Four Love Songs in
Chinese have great expressive depth and there’s real wit throughout all these pieces,
not least in Permutation.

jom/[hum R Oﬂ\?
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