


Ho Wai-On

Wisdom and Love

for tenor or soprano with guitar

The music is a combination of five melodic ideas — each centres on a certain pitch: E, G,
A, D and B respectively, i.e., the guitar strings but not following their order (EBGDAE).
The words indicate the moods, and each mode centred on a pitch has its own flavour. To
me, E is philosophical; G, glow; A, warmth; D, liveliness and B is mysterious.

I studied Western Classical music at the Royal Academy of Music. At the time, the
ultimate was to learn Bach chorales (for harmony) and the sonata form (for
compositional structure). Yet unbeknown to me, I was influenced by my childhood
memory of Cantonese opera in Hong Kong, which is a collection of different tunes to
express the sound and the drama of words, as demonstrated in this short piece.

The late American soprano Judith Nelson had performed this work with the guitarist
William Waters but [ am not aware of any recording. However, I have an old recording
performed by Peter Crowe and William Waters and I have used this to make a music
video which is available on my website: www.howaion.co.uk
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